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December 2004 

Gillmor Washington Update 
As your Representative in Congress, I am proud to represent Ohio’s Fifth 
Congressional District in Washington, DC. 
 
In order to keep the citizens of the Fifth District better informed and up to 
date on my activities in Washington, DC and back home in Ohio, I have 
published the December edition of my monthly newsletter. It is my goal to 
provide you with the information you need to stay informed on the issues 
important to Ohio. In this edition of my Monthly Update, I have focused 
on the important events that have taken place in the month of November 
and inform you of upcoming December events in the Fifth District.  I hope 
that you will find this information beneficial.  Please contact me should 
you have any questions or comments. 

 
Congress Passes Intelligence  
Reform Bill  
Last week, Congress implemented many of the reform recommendations 
of the 9/11 Commission by passing the Intelligence Reform and Terror-
ism Prevention Act.  After much debate, this vital piece of legislation 
passed the U.S. House by a vote of 336 to 75 and I was proud to give it 
my full support.  After receiving an 89 to 2 vote in the U.S. Senate, the 
Act has been forwarded to President Bush where he has pledged his 
support. 
 
The Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention 
Act includes the furthest reaching intelligence re-
forms in our nation’s history.  Included in these 
many provisions is the creation of the Director of 
National Intelligence (DNI).  The DNI will serve as 
the principle adviser to the President on matters of 
national intelligence and will oversee the implemen-
tation of the National Intelligence Program. 
 
The intelligence reform bill also preserves the chain 
of command and ensures an adequate and timely 
flow of intelligence to our troops.  As an Air Force veteran, I was particu-
larly pleased to see such protections included in the final version of 
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this bill.   
 
Provisions of the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act will 
also greatly hinder the financing of terrorist acts.  The bill improves the 
tools available to law enforcement agencies to investigate and prosecute 
money laundering and the financing of terrorism.  Drivers’ licenses and 
birth certificates will also be improved to make it more difficult to falsify 
identification.   
 
The intelligence reform bill also advances the resources available to law 
enforcement agencies to ensure persons charged with a crime deemed 
to be terrorism are not released onto the streets.  Finally, to continue pro-
tecting the freedoms that all innocent Americans deserve, the Intelligence 
Bill also created a Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board to ensure 
civil liberties concerns are appropriately considered.   
 
Each of the provisions included in the intelligence bill will make the fight 
against terrorism more effective for U.S. agencies.  In this time of height-
ened insecurity, the recent work of Congress has moved our nation 
closer to the freedom from fear that we once enjoyed. 

 
Gillmor Re-Elected Chairman of the 
NATO Economic and Security  
Committee 
Congressman Paul Gillmor (R- Old Fort) was recently re-elected as 
Chairman of the Economic and Security Committee of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization Parliamentary Assembly (NATO PA).  The 26 mem-
ber states that represent the panel unanimously chose Gillmor at their 
meeting in Italy. 
 
Only a few months after the vast expansion of NATO through the addition 
of seven member states, Gillmor will lead his committee through a time of 
transition and growth.  His committee will focus on economic and home-
land security within U.S. borders and abroad.   
 
Congressman Gillmor has been a representa-
tive of the United States on the NATO PA 
Economic Committee for eight years having 
served two years as Vice-chairman and two 
years as Chairman.  The Assembly operates 
through five committees: Economic, Defense, 
Political, Civilian Affairs and Science and 
Technology. 
 
The Assembly is the parliamentary arm of NATO, and acts as a forum for 
coordination among legislators from the 26 member states.  NATO is our 
most important alliance and has been for over fifty years.  They are a ma-
jor element in maintaining a link between North American and Euro-
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pean legislators and have been vital in the recovery of Eastern Europe 
after decades of communist domination.  NATO was created after WWII 
to promote peace and stability throughout the North Atlantic region.  It 
consists of 26 member countries.   

 
Gillmor Supports Bill to Disallow 
Taxes on Internet Access 
In November, I supported the Internet Tax Non-Discrimination Act to ex-
tend the current moratorium on state and local taxation of Internet access 
for three years.  The legislation extends the Internet Tax Freedom Act 
(ITFA) of 1998 to ensure that anyone receiving Internet service is not 
taxed for their access.  
 
Currently, 64 percent of U.S. households have Internet access with the 
vast majority enjoying dial-up access.  As of 2002, only 15 percent of 
U.S. households had broadband Internet access.  ITFA will encourage 
increased access as well as the migration from basic dial-up to broad-
band.  Through the implementation of the ITFA, more families in the Fifth 
District will have the ability to purchase Internet access. 

 
This vote ensures the tax moratorium on 
Internet access continues into the future.  
As a growing instrument of trade, Congress 
must work to maintain the freedom of the 
Internet by prohibiting upon it the excessive 
imposition of taxes.  The expansion of the 
Internet has resulted in economic growth 
and invention, higher profits, marketplace 
expansion, the creation of millions of entre-
preneurs, and the increase in government 

revenue.  This bill prohibits Internet access taxes and protects all con-
sumers. 
 
The extension of ITFA does not affect the States’ ability to collect sales 
tax on e-commerce transactions.  President Bush signed the Internet Tax 
Non-Discrimination Act into law on December 3, 2004. 

 
Continuing Our Commitment to  
America’s Veterans 
Last month, Americans across the country once again celebrated Veter-
ans’ Day.  This Veterans’ Day held special significance as thousands of 
our sons and daughters continued the fight in Afghanistan and Iraq to 
protect the freedoms and values we hold dear. 
 
In Congress, it is our duty to provide for the men and women who have 
served and continue to serve our great nation.  I have been pleased 
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by the increased coordination between the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and the Department of Defense to more readily identify the needs of 
our service members.  A number of legislative initiatives have been intro-
duced that reflect Congress’ de-
sire to improve the quality of life 
for our veterans.   
 
This year, Congress increased 
total spending for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
program by $4 billion.  In fact, 
the 2004 budget represents a 
33 percent increase in total VA 
funding since 2000.  I expect 
this trend to continue as the 
President and congressional 
leadership strive to provide for 
our veterans. 
 
Among the many Veterans provisions which I have cosponsored during 
the 108th Congress are the Retired Pay Restoration Act, Military Survivor 
Benefits Improvement Act, and Veterans Prescription Access Improve-
ment Act.  In addition, I have cosponsored legislation to allow retirees to 
pay health insurance premiums on a pretax basis, increase the maximum 
amount of a home loan guarantee available to a veteran, improve patient 
care and rural access for veterans, establish a new medical facility in 
Ohio, and provide chiropractic services to veterans. 
 
As an Air Force Veteran, I know firsthand the many sacrifices that these 
men and women make serving in our Armed Forces.  It will forever re-
main the greatest responsibility of government to provide proper care for 
the citizens who have served it best.  It is essential to continue providing 
quality health care, competitive benefits, and a high standard of living to 
our warriors of freedom.   
 
FY2005 Appropriations Bill Nets 
$1.85 million for Fifth District 

The Consolidated Appropriations Bill, 
passed by the U.S. House and Sen-
ate in November and signed by Presi-
dent Bush on December 8th, included 
$1.85 million in requests I made on 
behalf of seven Fifth District projects.  
In each request, the high cost associ-
ated with completing these projects 
would be extremely prohibitive to our 
small communities.  That is why, I 
was pleased to see the federal gov-
ernment once again step forward 
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Congressman Gillmor speaks with Korean War 
Veterans in Ottawa 

Congressman Gillmor meets with students 
at Defiance College 



with support for Ohio’s communities. 
The seven projects receiving funding in the Fifth District include: 

 
1. $250,000 for Defiance College to upgrade forensic science labs and 

expand their curriculum 
• In response to the critical shortage of trained forensic scientists, Defi-

ance College will use their federal grant to upgrade forensic science 
labs and expand the current curriculum to include a Master’s in Foren-
sic Science.  Graduate level classes will train students in areas such as 
toxicology, DNA analysis, firearms and weapons identification, and fire 
cause and origins. 

 
2. $200,000 for the Auglaize River Sewer Project in Defiance and 

Paulding Counties to eliminate pollution in the river 
• The Auglaize River flows into the Maumee River to fill Lake Erie and is 

one of the area’s main tributaries for recreation and fishing.  To ad-
vance the goals of the Ohio and U.S. EPA while resolving the health 
concerns of the area, Defiance and Paulding Counties have selected a 
process to improve the environment and eliminate pollution in the Aug-
laize River.   

 
3. $300,000 for the City of Defiance to upgrade their current sewer over-

flow system 
• Defiance’s sewer project will replace 20 combined sewer overflows 

through sewer separation in order to resolve health concerns and ad-
vance the goals of Ohio and U.S. EPA regulations. 

 
4. $300,000 for the Village of Hicksville to upgrade their current waste-

water treatment plant 
• The Village of Hicksville has committed themselves to meeting environ-

mental requirements and further protecting human health through a 
process which includes construction upgrades to their existing waste-
water treatment plant to begin in 2005. 

 
5. $250,000 for Terra State Community College to create a Health Sci-

ences Building 
• In response to a critical shortage of healthcare professionals, Terra 

State is constructing a Health Sciences Building to house allied health 
and science laboratories as well as classrooms and offices.  Through 
this expansion, Terra State hopes to offer 9 new certificate or associate 
degree programs by the fall of 2008.  

 
6. $300,000 for the Village of North Baltimore to replace their current 

wastewater treatment system 
• In an effort to resolve health concerns and meet the goals of the Ohio 

and U.S. EPA, the Village of North Baltimore will construct a new sani-
tary sewer truck line approximately 6,600 feet in length.  

 
7. $250,000 for the Starr Commonwealth Montcalm School in Van Wert 

• Federal funds will be used by Starr Commonwealth to develop a resi-
dential living, learning and direct prevention program redirecting trou-
bled youth who are referred by juvenile courts. 

 
Throughout the appropriations process, I have remained committed 
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to seeing each of these seven projects become a reality for the Fifth Dis-
trict.  The funding which the federal government has supplied will be in-
strumental in the completion of each of these important projects.   

 
Focus on the Fifth: Four District  
Fire Departments Receive Over 
$330,000 in November Grants  

In the past month, four district volun-
teer fire departments received 
$331,079 in grant money from the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security’s 
Office for Domestic Preparedness.   
 
These funds, made available by Con-
gress, will be used to increase the ef-
fectiveness of fire fighting operations, 

fire fighter health and safety programs, new fire apparatus, EMS pro-
grams, and fire prevention and safety programs.  The awards will be 
used towards training, equipment, wellness and fitness, and modifica-
tions to fire stations and facilities. 
 
The four fire departments receiving awards throughout November in-
clude: 
  Antwerp   $97,290 
  Defiance   $60,156 
  Sandusky Township  $73,530 
  Whetstone   $100,103 
 
These grant monies will improve the effectiveness of firefighters in each 
of the four areas and benefit citizens across the Fifth District of Ohio.  
Firefighters play a critical role ensuring the safety of our communities and 
these moneys will help to deliver the resources necessary to excel in 
their mission. 

 
2004 Legislative Issues  
Questionnaire Results Available 
The results of my 2004 Legislative Is-
sues Questionnaire are now available for 
you to review.  Each of the 16 counties 
within the Fifth District responded to the 
questionnaire with nearly 5,000 re-
sponses in all.  This year’s questionnaire 
was very different from previous surveys 
because the format was dramatically 
changed.  The biggest change this year 
was the evolution from ‘yes-no’ questions to an option of choosing 
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between 5 responses.  This change has assisted me in realizing strength 
of support or opposition to the issues facing Congress. 
 
There were some interesting comparisons to last year’s survey.  The War 
on Terror is now either the most or second most important issue facing 
Congress according to 61 percent of the respondents as compared to 
only 33 percent last year.  The economy also ranked as the most or sec-
ond most important issue by 49 percent of the district in 2004.   
 
An overwhelming majority of the Fifth District continue to support the use 
of personal retirement accounts for social security payroll taxes and the 
use of vouchers as a way for parents to choose which school their chil-
dren attend.  Also, 61 percent of the respondents are invested in mutual 
funds or the stock market. 
 
I was also very pleased to see the tax cuts implemented by Congress 
having a positive effect on the district.  In 2003, 86 percent of the district 
felt federal income taxes were too high.  In 2004, only 50 percent of the 
district felt that federal income taxes were too high.  This change reflects 
the great impact of President Bush’s tax cuts across all income levels. 
 
I appreciate the time and effort people took to complete the legislative 
questionnaire.  I have found my annual survey to be an effective way to 
learn the views of people from across our district.  The results are helpful 
to me in better representing my constituents, and I would like to thank 
everyone who took the time to respond. 

 
2004 Questionnaire Results  

The results of the 25-question 2004 legislative issues questionnaire are 
listed below and can also be found on my website at http://
gillmor.house.gov. 
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1. Which one of the items is the most important issue facing Congress this year?  

a. Reducing the budget deficit 16.6% 
b. The environment   1.6% 
c. The trade deficit  2.0% 
d. Tax relief    3.2% 
e. Crime and drugs  0.0% 
f. International relations   4.2% 

g. The economy        22.4% 
h. Health care reform       7.0% 
i. Child care        0.0% 
j. Education       1.4% 
k. War on Terror       35.2% 
l. Other       6.4% 

  

a. Reducing the budget deficit 12.2% 
b. The environment   1.8% 
c. The trade deficit  4.6% 
d. Tax relief    6.4% 
e. Crime and drugs  4.8% 
f. International relations   7.4% 

g. The economy        25.8% 
h. Health care reform       12.8% 
i. Child care        1.6 
j. Education       1.8% 
k. War on Terror       14.8% 
l. Other         6.0% 

2.  Which one of the items is the second most important issue facing Congress this year?  
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How do you feel about each of these comments... Too Low About Right Too High 

23. National defense spending is... 11.2% 66.4% 22.4% 

24. Homeland security spending is... 8.4% 36.4% 55.2% 

25. Federal income taxes are... 7.6% 42.2% 50.2% 

How do you feel about each of these 
comments...  

Strongly 
Agree  

Somewhat 
Agree 

No 
Opinion 

Somewhat 
Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

6. International trade is beneficial to the 
United States.  

45.8% 25.8% 8.8% 11.4% 8.2% 

7. The federal gasoline tax should be 
increased with all funds going for better 
transportation. 

2.6% 15.2% 13.2% 26.2% 42.8% 

8. Congressional campaigns should be 
funded with taxpayer dollars.  

3.0% 8.6% 9.0% 20.6% 58.8% 

9. Parents should be allowed to use a 
voucher program to provide choices for 
which school their children attend. 

36.8% 34.6% 7.4% 10.8% 10.4% 

10. Gay marriages should be legalized 
in the United States.  

2.8% 4.2% 9.0% 9.2% 74.8% 

11. The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity color coded threat level indicator 
effectively communicates risk.  

26.4% 50.6% 5.8% 12.4% 4.8% 

12. Shareholders are adequately in-
formed on the financial standing of 
those corporations in which they have 
invested.  

6.2% 26.2% 20.2% 28.4% 19.0% 

13. The United States should increase 
drilling on the northern slope of Alaska 
to reduce foreign dependence on oil.  

52.0% 24.2% 5.4% 7.6% 10.8% 

14. We should provide tax benefits to 
encourage the use of renewable energy 
sources such as wind, solar, ethanol, 
etc.  

40.0% 32.0% 6.2% 8.4% 13.4% 

15. The United States should pass a 
constitutional amendment banning the 
desecration of the United States flag.  

33.0% 19.0% 6.0% 15.0% 27.0% 

5. Marijuana should be legalized for 
medicinal purposes. 

18.4% 28.4% 12.8% 6.0% 34.4% 

4. Americans should be allowed to des-
ignate a portion of their social security 
payroll taxes for personal retirement 
accounts.  

44.6% 24.6% 8.8% 8.0% 14.0% 

3. The United States benefits from our 
membership in the United Nations.  

15.6% 38.2% 5.6% 26.8% 13.8% 

 Yes No 

16. Does your employer provide health insurance? 69.6% 30.4% 

17. Are you invested in mutual funds and/or the stock market? 61.2% 38.8% 

18. Are you a small business owner? 13.6% 86.4% 

19. Do you use the Internet? 58.8% 41.2% 

20. Do you use E-mail? 54.6% 45.4% 

21. Do you have a cell phone? 43.6% 56.4% 

22. Is this questionnaire a helpful way to express your views? 91.2% 8.8% 



Contact Me 
If you have any suggestions on topics you would like to see addressed in 
my monthly updates, require any additional information, or would like to 
inform me of your views on matters concerning the federal government, 
please contact me anytime in Washington, DC or in any of my Ohio of-
fices. 
 
If you wish to forward your questions or concerns via U.S. mail, please 
address your correspondence to one of my Ohio offices as mail sent to the 
Longworth House Office Building in Washington is subject to a lengthy 
screening process and may not reach my office in a timely manner. 
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